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SYNOPSIS: 
 

Illegitimate: Trump’s Election and Failed Presidency explores and 

analyzes the phenomena that resulted in an unlikely candidate, Donald J. 

Trump, becoming the forty-fifth president of the United States. Thoroughly 

researched, this book provides a needed history of what was known about 

Trump’s negatives before the 2016 election, and how—despite these 

negatives—Trump’s assumption of the presidency occurred through the 

anachronistic Electoral College and three whammies: the Comey Letter, 

voter suppression, and fake news/Russian meddling. This book is a must-

read for anyone contemplating the consequences of a second term Trump 

presidency. 
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ABOUT AUTHOR HAROLD J. BREAUX 
 
Harold J. Breaux, a Louisiana native, enjoyed 

a fifty-year career at the Aberdeen Proving 

Ground Ballistic Research Laboratory (BRL) 

and Army Research Laboratory (ARL) in 

Maryland. He authored more than forty 

government publications and twelve 

refereed journal articles. In 2010, the ARL  

named its fastest and newest supercomputer the “Harold” in honor of his 

professional contributions. In 2012, the Harford County Cultural Arts 

Board named Breaux a “Harford Living Treasure” for his lifetime 

contributions to the county. This is his first book. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Author Harold Breaux 

Q: What was your motivation to write this book? 

A:  Amazement at Donald Trump’s election, grave concern over his presidential 
actions and inactions, and a strong desire to play a part in seeking to avoid 
his being re-elected. 

Q:  Where did the term “three whammies” originate? 

A. A whammy can be described as a “devastating setback.” The presidential 
election of 2016 was decided by three events (whammies) that narrowly 
swung the electoral college votes of so-called “swing states” Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania, despite Trump losing the national popular 
vote to Clinton by nearly three million votes. The three whammies described 
and analyzed in the book are the Comey Letter, voter suppression, and fake 
news/ Russian meddling. 

Q:  What impact does a “tilted” Electoral College have, and what are the 
implications going forward? 

A:   In the book, I describe the Electoral College as “anachronistic,” meaning 
whatever reason our forefathers used to justify and create it (the Electoral 
College), no longer exists. The Electoral College assigns many Electoral 
College votes to each state, and the winner in each state gets those votes 
after the election no matter the distribution and otherwise total votes for each 
candidate nationwide.   

Regardless of the popular vote, the winner of the majority of electoral votes 
becomes president. To me, it is antithetical to the democratic process and is 
at odds with our elections in general. Its continual existence, in the future, 
permits the election process to be “gamed,” which means focusing the 
campaigning on key “swing” or “battleground” states at the expense of 
waging a genuinely national campaign that addresses the entirety of the 
nation’s issues.  
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From now on, one sees “gaming” being played out through voter 
suppression, in particular the effort to outlaw mail-in ballots, the attempt to 
require IDs for registration, and the set-up of roadblocks (that deter voting) 
in selected locations. I describe Operation Crosscheck in the book as an 
example of voter suppression.  

Q:  This book is incredibly detailed and well-researched. What was one 
thing that surprised you as you investigated? 

A:   I was amazed at the collection of character flaws and history of adverse 
events that were on the public record regarding Donald Trump, many of 
which I was aware, and was surprised that the full collection of negatives 
was so poorly brought to the attention of the voting public.  

Q:  What do you hope will be the impact of your book? 

A:   Awareness of the negatives, character flaws, and bad policy issues that have 
been a hallmark of the Trump administration.  

 
Q:  How did your prestigious career prepare you to write this book? 
 
A:  As an Army officer, research scientist, and senior administrator, I faced 

questions and policy issues that were either ingrained or otherwise met with 
resistance in seeking to improve or change the processes. Early on, I learned 
that to make an impact required understanding the processes, analyzing the 
details and impact of existing methods, and need to be able to articulate the 
benefits of change. In mid-career, I had an experience with the methodology 
of development of “fire control” procedures related to arming helicopters 
with guns and rockets. I realized that existing procedures were grossly in 
error, but I was told that the existing contract bureaucracy did not permit 
change.  

I toured the country, making five presentations to senior Army technologists 
and administrators and “won” the battle. I was then selected to be the lead 
technologist in the Army to develop the fire control mathematics for the  
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Apache and Cobra helicopters, which I had done earlier for the Lance and 
Advanced Pershing nuclear missile systems.  

Q.  You have a supercomputer named after you. How did that come to 
pass? 

A:  Supercomputers are very costly, at one time twenty-five million dollars 
each, and because of the funding process, one had to budget four or so years 
in advance. This level of cost was beyond the average budget of labs such as 
the Ballistic Research Laboratory. Around 1984, I was chosen to head and 
create a new restructured computer laboratory with the primary mission of 
acquiring and installing new supercomputers, which typically had an 
obsolescent cycle of four years. As I began the quest and briefed at the Army 
level, I was quickly told that this quest should be expanded beyond my 
laboratory but that I should be the chief technologist in the effort.  

The effort was successful in gaining approval and installing two 
supercomputers at my lab and two others at other Army labs. Congress 
noticed the Army’s success in this venture, and a bill was passed mandating 
a purple, Department of Defense program, similar to what we had done in 
the Army. The undersecretary of the Army named me to represent the Army 
in this effort. I had a significant part in the Department of Defense’s 
successful effort.   

As a result of this program, I was informed that my old lab infrastructure had 
been the beneficiary, since the program creation, of receiving over one 
billion dollars in hardware and infrastructure support costs. The naming of a 
supercomputer at the Army Research Lab as the “Harold”  was in 
recognition of this history.  

Q.  How long did it take you to research and write this book? 

A:   A year and a half. 

Q:  How did you develop the equations in your book? 

A:  The equations in this book were logically developed over time as I wrestled 
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with how to explain and convince readers that the Electoral College process 
is deeply flawed. As I researched how others, such as Nate Silver, explained 
the election results, I noticed flaws in their methods, and I worked to 
overcome those flaws.   

Q:  What was the most challenging part of writing this book? 

A: Wrestling with the question of how to get it published. I am very thankful 
for having arranged to work with Deborah Kevin of Highlander Press, who 
has been working that angle and with whom I am very pleased.    

Q.  What are three things people would be surprised to know about you? 

1. My age (I am now eighty-two years old), and my health challenges. I 
have had three bouts of non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, pancreatic cancer 
eight years ago, prostate cancer, and four-way heart bypass surgery.  

2. My background. I grew up in extreme poverty, raised by my 
grandparents shortly after my birth to first grade. When I began school, I 
could speak only “Cajun French” and had to learn English. I was later 
raised by my sister, who was very young herself (only four years older 
than me), and attended five different schools between sixth and eleventh 
grades.  

3. Despite the challenges mentioned above, I was elected in my senior year 
of high school student body president, was a starting guard on the high 
school basketball team, went to the state half-mile finals in track, was 
selected for Boys’ State, and won my high school’s essay contest with a 
work entitled, “America: Beacon of Hope.” In my senior year, I was the 
sports editor of the school paper and had a weekly sports column in our 
county newspaper covering my high school’s latest football game. As I 
went back and forth between home and school in my many activities, I 
hitchhiked. 

### 


